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Indigo Pearl

Project Overview
Indigo Pearl is a 5-star boutique resort in the northern part of Phuket. Its design

inspiration comes from the island’s rich history as a former tin mining center.

Several hundreds of years ago tin was discovered in central Phuket, quickly becoming
an integral part of the island's commerce and trade. The value of this "black gold" was
so great that tin was considered a form of currency until as late as 1932. Phuket's
success as a tin mining center and the island's subsequent wealth were in part due to
the Na-Ranong family. In tribute to his ancestry, Wichit Na-Ranong, owner and
managing director of Indigo Pearl, used tin mining as a unique and personal source of

inspiration in the creation of the resort.

Project Details
1. Type of Business: Luxury resort
Open Date: 2007
Concept: Design inspired by Phuket’s tin mining history.
Location: Nai Yang Beach, Phuket island, Thailand
Target: Holiday travelers
Number of Rooms: 260
Room Rate: Start at 4,500 baht per night (US$ 150)

Architect and Interior Designer: Bill Bensley; www.bensley.com
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Website: www.indigo-pearl.com
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Location Map
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Indigo Pearl is situated at Phuket's sheltered northern shore of the Andaman Sea, a
10-minute drive from Phuket airport.
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Fountain plaza
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Above and below: Black Tie Suite
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Above and below: The D-Buk Family Suite has been elegantly designed with natural light,

warm hues and subtle touches of industrial artistry.
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D-Buk Spa Suite
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Moken Suite

The design of the 112-sqm Private Pool Pavilion is characterized by a spectacular interplay

of rich wood and stone.
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Pearl Botanika Suite Floral
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Spa treatment room
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Spa treatment room
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Coqoon Spa at Indigo Pearl

Project Overview

Located at Indigo Pearl luxury resort, newly opened Coqoon Spa has 6 individual
treatment rooms and a lavish spa suite complete with private pool, Vichy rain shower,
steam room and sauna. The spa was designed by Bill Bensley, whose brief was to design

something unique and not experienced in Thailand before.

The spa’s design piéce de résistance is ‘The Nest’ — the spa’s signature treatment suite
suspended midair in the branches of what is thought to be Phuket’s oldest banyan tree.
Accessed by a ‘flying bridge’, it allows guests to get up close and personal to nature. The

spa is hand-woven and hovers 10 meters up in the branches.

Location Map

See Indigo Pearl resort above.

TOKYO OSAKA SINGAPORE MILAN PARIS NEW YORK LOS ANGELES

www.garde.co.jp



BANGKOK REPORT PART I: THAILAND
MAY 2011

Project Details
1. Type of Business: Resort spa
Location: Indigo Pearl Resort, Phuket Island, Thailand

Architect and Interior Designer: Bill Bensley; www.bensley.com

Contractor: John Underwood
Project Duration: 1 year
Completion Date: February 2011
Site Area: Approximately 3,200 sqm

© N o 0o A DN

Floor Area (indoors and outdoors) for each unit as follows.
* Reception: 75 sqm
* Office: 45 sqm
e The Nest: 70 sqm
* Deluxe: 80 sqm x 6 = 480 sqm
e Salon: 160 sqm
e Coqoon Suite: 330 sqgm
*  Number of Rooms: 6 deluxe treatment rooms; 1 Nest, 1 Spa Suite
9. Design Brief: To create something quirky and different from any other spa in
Thailand.
10. Signature Feature: A hand-woven spa nest hovering 10 meters above ground
level in the branches of an old Banyan Tree.
11. Key Materials as follows.
* Perimeter and internal walls: Reinforced concrete texture
e Ceiling: Mainly from timber with supporting beams made of recycled railway
sleepers
* Floors: Polished cement acid stained in tree roots patterns. The Nest and Suite have
parquet floors
*  Qutdoor decking: All seasoned hardwood
* The Nest: Outer clad is synthetic rattan
* The reception structure is timber
* The privacy screens above perimeter walls are recycled corrugated zinc sheets
12. Key Colors: Silvery-blue palms and hues of plumbago
13. Website: www.indigo-pearl.com
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Bensley is best known for his holistic approach of integrating structures with nature while

embracing local art forms and Coqoon Spa is a perfect example.
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“I love art, the art of making things by hand, the idea of weaving by hand a big nest or
cocoon in a tree is something that appealed to my weird sense of aesthetics,” Bensley said.

“Years from now the banyan tree will grow around our cocoon and embrace it in its own
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