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1. RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IN OLD TOWN PASADENA  
 

Project Overview  
Old Town Pasadena is a popular shopping destination in Southern California, United States. It is a lively and diverse 

city located ten miles from Los Angeles. The area declined between the 1930 and 1980 but has since been 

revitalized with a redevelopment project that has transformed the area into a mixed use district and a residential 

area. 

The residential development has taken place in a large plot that has been vacant for several years. The construction 

of the freeway created some environmental issues and the area has remained undeveloped until three years ago. 

Many persons that had lost their houses during the mortgage crisis that hit the U.S. some years ago, are now coming 

back to reside in Old Pasadena. The area is located near downtown Los Angeles and offers a convenient solution for 

daily commuters with Metro Gold Line light line. Moreover, a shopping mall, high-end restaurants, a movie theatre, 

night clubs and outdoor cafes make this district a popular destination for tourists. Near the residential development 

there are an Aquatic Center, a Rose Bowl and various golf courses. The developers target young singles and married 

professionals that want to reside in a lively city with high growth potential.          

 
Project Details   
1. Type of Business: Residential Development   

2. Location: a three-block area near W. Green St. and W. Del Mar Blvd. 

3. Target Customer: young singles and married couples 

4. Concept: residences with office style design, desert landscape and brick planters  

 
Location Map    
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Each compound is made of 200 units offering an original and trendy design. The apartments resemble office 

buildings with a monocromatic color tone. The entrance is elevated in order to accomodate a half-subterranean 

parking structure below. The design of the windows is typical of the office design module. The exterior facade is 

made of wood and stucco (commercial grade). Brick planters are located around the buildings. They are raised from 

the ground in order to ensure safety and security.  

 

 

 

The use of material is very peculiar as the buildings are designed like warehouses and factories even if they are 

residences. Canopies made of painted steel grids hang over the terraces. Palm trees and greenery surround the 

buildings. Pasadena city has strict policies regarding the permission to build in this area. In order to get the 

permission the developer has to submit a landscape proposal. The landscape with shaven palm trees is usually very 

expensive. 
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Desert plants are used in the landscape design. This kind of plants requires less maintenance and less water 

consumption. This is an ecological trend that is reflected into the use of ‘desert landscape’, typical in California. The 

landscape blends perfectly with the brick planters and large planting plots.  
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Just across the street from the office-looking residences, there is an interesting building with a traditional Spanish 

colonial design with a courtyard and office/retail space at ground level. The young professionals prefer more 

contemporary/postmodern buildings, but developers want to target also conservative buyers building traditional 

buildings. 

In California, a building up to 6 floors can be built with a 2x4 stud system with pre-stressed steel hardware that 

requires less time during construction and satisfies strict seismic regulations. Moreover, this method decreases the 

costs of the project.   
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