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1. LENZ RESIDENCE 
 
Project Overview  
Private residence located on Phuket island, custom-designed by an architect based in Bangkok. The 
architect was given just one reference before starting work on this striking residence: the John 
Lautner-designed Sheats-Goldstein House in Los Angeles. The house was designed in a classic 
H-shaped courtyard house, but done in a triangular fashion.  
 
Project Details 

1. Type of Business: Private residence 
2. Open Date: 2013 
3. Concept: Modeled after the John Lautner-designed Sheats-Goldstein House in Los Angeles.  
4. Location: Phuket, Thailand 
5. Residence Owner: Christopher Lenz, a hotelier from Canada 
6. Architect: Stephen O’Dell from SODA Thailand; www.soda-thai.com 
7. Structural Engineers: Warner Associates, Thailand; www.warnercon.com 

 
Location map 

 
The house is located on a golf course, Loch Palm, in the center of Phuket island. 
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The house is split-level planned, creating terraced internal spaces. 

   
The triangulated, angular roof shapes form dramatic interior spaces and distorted negative spaces filled with water, 

interior rooms and gardens. 
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Large overhangs and external window screening block unwanted sun, yet allow ample amounts of natural daylight. 

 

   

The exterior is clad in kiln fired cement shakes. Large pivoting doors and windows are double insulated glass panels 

in powder coat finish aluminum frame. The pools are hand cast clay tiles trimmed in polished black stone. The 

interiors are trimmed in teak paneling and granite stone. 
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2. GRACE HOTEL 
 
Project Overview  
Located in the Beijing's famous 798 Art District, the city’s “So-Ho”, the ultra-sleek Grace Beijing hotel 
is a small luxury boutique hotel with 30 rooms. The building used to be a crystal factory. The interior 
style is a combination of classic Deco influence and contemporary Chinese. 
 
Project Details 

1. Type of Business: Luxury boutique hotel 
2. Open Date: 14/09/2011 
3. Concept: Classic art deco blended with contemporary Chinese design. 
4. Location: District 798 Art District, Beijing, China 
5. Target Customer: Design-conscious travelers  
6. Number of rooms: 30 rooms, in 5 different room categories, ranging from the small Artist 

Studio (with a single bed) to a large Grace Suite.  
7. Room Rate: Rate starting from USD 125 per night. 
8. Hotel Group: Grace Hotels; www.gracehotels.com 
9. Website: www.gracehotels.com/beijing 

 
Location map 

 
Grade hotel lies in the 798 Art District, home to a lively Beijing cultural scene that took root in an area of 

decommissioned military factory buildings in the 1990s. Now filled with galleries, cafes, little boutiques and craft 

shops, the neighborhood, with its Bauhaus-style buildings, has been likened to SoHo in New York. 
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The hotel is housed in a converted crystal factory.        Funky design details throughout the property such as 

            these painted elevator doors.. 

 

   

Colorful abstract paintings and embroidered carpets fill the walls of the hotel’s otherwise minimalist lobby alongside a 

bright green sofa and gray crushed-velvet chairs.  
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The Chinese influence is visible everywhere in the hotel like the Asian-red colored couch in the lounge area. 

 

 
 

 

 
Art deco style public bathroom on the ground floor. 
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All rooms have been individually designed and furnished in a contemporary-Chinese-meets-modern-European style, 

with graffiti artwork, stills from Wong Kar-Wai films and Chi Peng's Beijing Opera-inspired photographs adorning the 

walls. 

 
 

  .  

The Superior Room (left) holds a big gray crushed-velvet sofa and bright green night stands, a desk and closets 

(complete with Chinese-style latches). The walls above the bed are adorned with photos of Chinese opera. 
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