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1. EMERSON COLLEGE LOS ANGELES (ELA) 
 
Project Overview  
Thom Mayne’s Los Angeles firm Morphosis has designed an environmentally friendly building for the Emerson 

College Los Angeles in Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles. The 10-story project offers student housing, classrooms, 

digital screening room, a lecture hall, event space and administrative offices. The building is located on the North 

West of downtown Los Angeles and east end of Hollywood, in the heart of the entertainment industry. The Emerson 

College was first founded in Boston in 1880. The Los Angeles campus offers undergraduate courses as well as 

internships and professional study programs. The aluminum-clad structure is covered with fins that automatically 

open and close according to weather conditions. 

 
Project Details  
1. Type of Business: School of Communications and School of Art (TV and film studies) 

2. Open Date: 03/2014 

3. Location: 5960 West Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90028  

4. Target Customer: students that come from high-income households  

5. Interior Designer/Architect/Artist: Thom Mayne & Morphosis 

 
Location Map    
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View from Sunset Boulevard. The building is designed with a frame-like outer structure with 217 students housing 

and a core with administration offices. At ground level, a bar rail warns pedestrians about the edge of the building.   
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An outdoor café is open to the public and offers a space for interaction and socialization. Bridges and terraces 

connect the structure at different levels. The façade incorporates intelligent shading system and audio-visual 

equipment for outdoor performances. The auditorium is located between the two housing towers with an origami-like 

pattern design. An ivy plant covers the parking space to improve pedestrian view at ground level reducing the 

exhaust fumes.     
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