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1. Bicycle Shop Cafe: The Wheelhouse 

 

Project Overview  

 

The area now known as the LA Art District used to be a central depot. However after 1960 with the evolution of the 

merchandize flow system the area changed and slowly became a "slam district". The city established regulations and 

zoning in order to allow the re-development of the district. Around 2000, LA city after providing development incentive 

also introduced the "co-op" system in order for artists to open new businesses within the area.  

One of those businesses is The Wheelhouse. The shop itself is part of a building occupied by LA Bouldering Gym, 

the Los Angeles Gun Club, making quite a unique use mix of the building. A Graphic Board shows the access route 

to the cafe. Details and arrangements are very simple and clean. The menu board is a reused board, the black grids 

are easy to change making it into an original but yet efficient decoration. On the second floor bicycles are displayed 

for sales. The two entrances (a pair of overhead doors) are fully open during business hours while there is no 

signage at the entrance to indicate the name of the shop. The shop serves non-alcohol beverages, coffee as well as 

many different types of breads. As for the displayed bicycles, those are not high tech speed or touring types but 

rather daily life style bicycles that can be used by everyone.  

 

Project Details 

 

1. Business : Cafe 

2. Location: Los Angeles, Art District 

3. Construction: Around 1920, has been renovated since 

4. Target Customer: Everyone 

5. Website: http://www.thewheelhouse.bike/ 

 

Location Map    
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       Board off the street indicating the shop emplacement.                        The store is about 4 feet above ground level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Views of the shop 
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View of the shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Menu board on the left.  

The wooden wall on the right is actually a storage space. If you look closely you will see the door knob on the wall. 
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